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Resources for the Ministry Challenges of Today 

Compiled for Professional Church Workers and Congregations 
of the Eastern District, LCMS. 

(Please report broken or incorrect links to Bob.Foerster@lcmsed.org) 
 

 
• Books:  Postmodern Culture and the Church  

About Teaching – Bernice McCarthy 
All Godʼs Children and Blue Suede Shoes– Ken Myers 

 Ancient-Future Faith - Robert Webber 
The Apostolic Imperative – Carl Braaten 
Applebeeʼs America – Douglas Sosnik, Ron Fournier, Matthew Dowd 
The Big Idea – Dave Ferguson 
Boiling Point: It Only Takes One Degree – George Barna 
Breaking the Missional Code – Ed Stetzer and David Putman 
Christ and Culture – H. Richard Niebuhr 
Confession and Forgiveness – Ted Kober 
Church that Works – Gary McIntosh 
Cultivating a Life for God – Neil Cole 
Deep Survival: Who Lives, Who Dies, and Why - Laurence Gonzales 
Deep Change – Robert Quinn 
Effectiveness by the Numbers – Willliam Hoyt 
The Equipping Pastor - Stevens and Collins 
Evangelical Style and Lutheran Substance – David Luecke 
The Experience Economy – B. Joseph Pine II 
The Externally Focused Church – Rick Rusaw and Eric Swanson 
Execution – Bossidy and Charan 
The Forgotten Ways – Alan Hirsch  
The Future Series: Leader, Organization, Community – The Drucker Foundation 
Good to Great – Jim Collins 
The Heart of Change – John Kotter 
Hurt – Chap Clark 
Leveraging Your Leadership Style – John Jackson 
Lost in America:  How You and Your Church Can Impact the World Next Door –  
 Tom Clegg and Warren Bird 
Managing Transitions – William Bridges 
The Once And Future Church – Loren Mead  
One Church: Four Generations – Gary McIntosh 
PastorPrenuer – John Jackson 
Pienguin Principles – David Belasic 
Postmission – Richard Tiplady 
Postmodern Pilgrims - Leonard Sweet 
Practicing Greatness – Reggie McNeal 
Pursuing the Full Kingdom Potential of Your Congregation – George Bullard 
Revolution – George Barna 
Reveal – Greg Hawkins and Cally Parkinson 
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Shackeltonʼs Way – Morrell & Capparell 
Transforming Congregations for the Future - Loren Mead  
Undaunted Courage – Ambrose 
Velvet Elvis – Rob Bell 
Why Men Hate Going to Church – David Murrow 
Women Married to Men in Ministry – Teresa Flint Borden 
Your Brain Goes to Church – Bob Sitze 
A Work of Heart – Reggie McNeal 
The World is Flat - Thomas Friedman 

 
• Books:  Devotional & Spiritual Growth 

100 Ways to Simplify Your Life - Joyce Meyer  
Come Thirsty – Max Lucado 
Fasting for Spiritual Breakthrough – Elmer L. Towns 
Forgiveness: A Legacy of the West Nickel Mines Amish School  - John L. Ruth  
In the Name of Jesus – Henri Nouwen 
PrayerWalking – Steve Hawthorne and Graham Kendrick  
Reveal – Greg Hawkins 
The Resurrection – Norman Perrin 
Sacred Romance – John Eldredge 
What's So Amazing About Grace? - Philip Yancey 

 
• Books:  Congregational Growth, Planning and Structure 

Boards the Make a Difference – John Carver 
Change:  Learning to Lead It and Living to Tell About It – Jock Ficken 
Direct Hit – Paul Borden 
Hit the Bullseye – Paul Borden  
Present Future – Reggie McNeal 
Purpose Driven Church – Rick Warren 
Servant Leadership – Robert Greenleaf 
Visioneering – Andy Stanley 
Winning on Purpose  - John Kaiser 
 

 
• Blogs 
 From the Pastorʼs Heart (http://fysherofmen.wordpress.com) 
 Book of Concord Blog (http://bookofconcord.blogspot.com) 
 
•  E-Magazines:  Postmodern Culture, Worship, and Ministry  

Barna Journal (www.barna.org) 
Belief Net (www.beliefnet.com)(Christian ministry and issues) 
Bullard Journal (www.bullardjournal.com) 
Christianity.com(Christian ministry and issues)  
Christianity Today (www.ChristianityToday.com) 
Crossings (www.crossings.org) 
EasumJournal (www.Easum.com) 
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Emergent  (www.emergentvillage.org) 
Faithmaps  (http://faithmaps.org) 
Future Church (www.futurechurch.net) 
GinkWorld (www.ginkworld.net) (postmodernity and the church)  
God Speaks (www.godspeaks.com) 
The Gospel in Our Culture Network (www.gocn.org) (the missional church)  
Investigating Faith (www.leestrobel.com) 

  Jesus Central (www.jesuscentral.com) 
Jesus Journal (www.jesusjournal.com) 
Jordon Cooper (www.jordoncooper.com/postmodern) (postmodernity/church)  
Healthy Church (www.healthychurch.org) 
Hollywood Jesus (www.hollywoodjesus.com) 
Image Arts  (www.imagejournal.org) 
Need Him (www.needhim.org 
Next-Wave (www.next-wave.org) 
Postmission (www.postmission.com) 
RevMagazine  (www.Rev-Magazine.com) 
Servant Evangelism (www.servantevangelism.com) 
Soul Survivor iMag  (www.soulsurvivor.com/uk/IMAG/) 
The Ooze  (www.theooze.com) (posmtodernity and the church)  
Tribal Generation (www.churchnet.net) 
Worship Leader Magazine  (www.worshipleader.org) 
Youth Ministry (www.youthministry.com) 

 
• Worship Issues and Planning  
 
  Books  

The Complete Worship Leader - Kevin Navarro 
Contemporary Worship – Wright & Wright 
Handbook for Multisensory Worship – Kim Miller 
How to Start a New Service – Charles Arn 
Mission-Driven Worship - Handt Hanson 
The New Worship - Barry Liesch 
The Spectacle of Worship in a Wired World – Tex Sample 
Worship Evangelism – Sally Morgenthaler 

 
  Praise and Worship Music  

www.communityworship.com 
www.cyberhymnal.org 
www.interactiveworshiplive.com (multi-track back-up music) 
www.sequelus.com  (multi-track back-up music) 
www.songdiscovery.com (Worship Leader Magazine resource)  
www.songs4worship.com 
www.soulsurvivorUSA.com 
www.verticalmusic.com (Integrity Hosanna, alternative worship)  
www.vineyardmusic.com 
www.worr.org 
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www.worship.com 
www.worshipinfo.com 
www.worshipmusic.com 
www.worshiptogether.com (EMI)  

 
 Worship Music for Transitioning Congregations  

The Best of Contemporary Christian Music (www.thefellowship.com) 
Gia Music (www.giamusic.com) 
Sing! A New Creation  (www.reformedworship.org) 
Wild Goose Resources (www.iona.org.uk/wgrg.html) 

  
  Prayers/Readings/Segues  

Leading in Prayer:  A Workbook for Worship - Hughes Old 
Wild Goose Resources (www.iona.org.uk/wgrg.html) 
Multi-Sensory Prayer  (www.scriptureunion.org.uk) 
Wild Goose Resources (www.iona.org.uk/wgrg.html) 
The Prayer Path (multi-media labyrinth) (www.shop.grouppublishing.com) 

  
 Story in Worship 

Paul:  A Novel - Walter Wangerin, Jr. 
The Book of God:  The Bible as Novel - Walter Wangerin Jr 
The Storytellerʼs Companion to the Bible (ten volumes) - Abingdon Press 
 

Web Sites  
 
Alternative Worship  

www.alternativeworship.org 
www.churchnext.net 
www.freshworship.org 
www.holyspace.org 
www.iona.org.uk 
www.labyrinth.org.uk 
www.mosaic.org 
www.taize.fr/en 
www.the-mass.com (The Lord is here: Her spirit is with us…) 
www.sanctus.org.uk 
www.smallfire.org 
www.soulsurvivor.com 
www.visions-york.org 
www.westwinds.org 
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Art  
 

> Religious Images  
www.arttoheartweb.com 
www.christusrex.org 
www.goodsalt.com 
www.jrbell.com 
www.jimwhitmer.com 
www.natcath.org (multi-cultural images of Jesus) 
www.textweek.com/art/art.htm (indexed by themes)  
www.tribalgeneration.com 
  
> Museums  
www.metalab.unc.edu/wm/ (WebMuseum) 
www.ocaiw.com (classic art by artist/category)  
www.thinker.org  San Francisco Museum of Art)  
 
 
> Royalty Free Fine Art  
www.anthroarcheart.org 
www.fotosearch.com 
  
 
> Copyright  
CCLI  (800)234-2446  www.ccli.com  (music)  
MPLI  (800)462-8855  www.mpli.com (video)  
> Dance, Drama, Education and Film  
www.dramashare.org 
www.faithmaps.org (children/youth curriculum) 
www.hollywoodjesus.com (biblical themes in film)  
www.worshipdance.orr 
www.killermovies.com (film trailers)  
www.quicktime.com  (film trailers)  
www.rockhay.tripod.com/dramas (Dramas) 
www.us.imdb.com (film plots)  

 
 
Helps, Technology and Resources  

www.audioethics.com (audio system design/equip/training)  
www.christianv-a.com (film and video equip)  
www.churchideas.com (practical helps)  
www.churchsmart.com (practical helps)  
www.communityworship.com (worship team hymnbook)  
www.easumbandy.com (worship discussions, courses, articles)  
www.firstevan.org/articles.htm (blended worship, practical help)  
www.fowlerinc.com (tech products)  
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www.libs.org (International Bible Society)  
www.seekersolutions.com (general)  
www.tfwm.com (tech help)  
www.worshipinfo.com (keyboard)  
www.worshipleader.org (worship leading)  
www.worshipnet.org  (worship planning helps)  
www.yourchurch.net (tech and general help)  

 
 
Photography Sources 

www.artville.com 
  www.cyberphoto.com 
   www.eyewire.com 
   www.fotodisc.com 
  www.gettyimages.com 
  www.harbingeronline.com 
  www.jrbell..com 
  www.morguefile.com 
  www.photolib.noaa.gov (nature photos)  

www.photodisc.com 
www.webshots.com 
www.yotophoto.com 
 
  

 
 
 
Lectionary, Liturgy and Worship Planning Resources 

www.textweek.com  (lectionary text ideas/links)  
http://www.leitourgia.com (liturgy planning resource) 
http://www.lcms.org/pages/default.asp?NavID=2798 
 (weekly devotional based upon the lectionary) 
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=10371 
 (moveable church year dates calendar) 
http://www.lcms.org/pages/default.asp?NavID=601 
 (lectionary charts with Propers) 
http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=861 
 (corporate worship resources) 
http://itunes.csl.edu (Concordia seminary on i-tunes U) 
http://www.ProjectWittenberg.org (an index of Lutheran writings) 
http://www.bookofconcord.org (Book of Concord) 

 
Sermons and Sermon Preparation 

www.biblegateway.com 
www.crossings.org 

  www.freshministry.org (stories/illustrations)  
www.gobible.org 
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www.homileticsonline.com (preaching)  
www.rockhay.tripod.com/cottonpatch/index.htm 
www.ministrynow.com (preaching)  
www.pastors.com (sermons and resources) 
www.preachingplus.com (sermons) 

  www.sermoncentral.com (sermons) 
www.sermonnotes.com (preaching)  
www.spurgeon.org (sermons) 
www.unboundbiola.edu (Unbound Bible) 

 
Videos and Power Points (for use in worship)  
  www.bluefishtv.org (video resources)  
   www.godtube.com (Christian video clips) 

www.highwayvideo.com (Videos For the Emerging Church)  
www.lumicon.org (video resources)  
www.osbd.org (Videos: Images for Worship 1, 2, and 3)  
www.sermonspice.com (Videos) 
www.visions-york.org (video loops)  

 
 
Documentary Video Sources:  

www.discovery.com (public viewing rights covered in basic CVLI license)  
www.imax.com  (choose the educational versions)  
www.teacher.shop.pbs.org (pbs - choose “VideoIndex” versions)  

  www.searchbeat.com (newsreels, historical, entertainment)     
 
 
Congregation Reading and Resources:  
http://www.centerforcongregations.org (Center for Congregations) 
http://www.practicingourfaith.org (Valparaiso Project) 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/our_work.aspx?category=318 
 (Religion and Public Life) 
 
 
Multi-denominational Websites that Might Spark Ideas: 
http://www.lordofmercy.org/welcome.htm 

(A site that is meant to appeal to the “unchurched”) 
http://ststephencatholic.org  

(A church that sends cyber-cards to keep visitors returning to the site while 
evangelizing those who receive them) 

http://MotherFlash.com 
(A site that serves a team of 12 part-time ministers serving four churches.   
Be sure to click on "CoonCam: Watch Tippet the blind raccoon") 

http://www.emmanuellutheranschool.org (virtual tours and sermon podcasts) 
http://www.fcchurch.com (streaming video and audio of its services) 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/trinitysa (Christian link for email cards) 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/asumc (a site with a prayer list) 
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http://www.lutheran-hymnal.com/zion.htm (home of a Lutheran “hymnal project”) 
http://eastcraftsbury.presbychurch.net (A site of a small, rural church that was started in 

order to sell church compact disks and tapes) 
http://www.ilconline.org (a site that emphasizes its medieval garden) 
 
 
 
Denominational Websites 
http://www.LCMS.org 
http://www/LCMSED.org 
http://www.ELCA.org (go to the following ELCA link for an on-line spiritual gift inventory) 
(http://www.elca.org/christianeducation/programplanners/2005CEProgramPlanner/spiritualgifts) 
http://www.WELS.net (nice e-mail devotional subscriptions) 
http://www.lutheranresource.com (a link source for the 38 Lutheran Denominations in the 
US, Canada and Mexico.) 
 
 
ED, LCMS Congregational Websites that Might Spark Ideas: 
http://www.calvarylcms.org 
http://www.calvarywaterloo.org 
http://www.christlutheranfh.org 
http://www.christmemorial.us 
http://www.faithlcms.com 
http://www.firsttrinity.com 
http://www.goodshepherdsc.org 
http://www.gracenf.org 
http://www.gracevestal.org 
http://www.ilclcms.org 
http://www.mtolivechurch.net 
http://www.pumpkinhook.org 
http://www.sharethehope.org 
http://www.stjohnhamlin.com 
http://www/stjohnsop.com 
http://www.stjohnnt.com 
http://www.stluke-buffalo.org 
http://www.stlukecabot.org 
http://www.stpaulnt.buffnet.net 
http://www.stpaulseden.buffnet.net 
http://www.stluke-buffalo.org 
http://www.stlukescroydon.org 
http://www.stmatthewlutheran.net 
http://www.stpaulbatavia.org 
http://www.trinityithaca.org 
http://www.trinity-lutheranchurch.com 
http://www.trinitylutheranutica.com 
http://www.yourpeace.org 
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The Eastern District web site administrator does not endorse nor profit, in whole or in 
part, from any product or service offered or promoted by any of the web sites whose 
links appear herein. This web site, in turn, does not receive any funding or sponsorship, 
in whole or in part, in return for displaying these links.  
 
Links are provided as a general information resource for the use of visitors to this web 
site. The web site administrator has not evaluated the suitability of the information 
provided via these linked-to sites, and inclusion of these links does not constitute the 
endorsement of any organization. The links provided are maintained by their respective 
organizations and they are solely responsible for their content. 
 
The web site administrator welcomes comments and suggestions from the user 
community.  


